
 
Newsletter #1 - Tuesday 17th February 2026 
 
Dear Regenerating Futures Colleagues! 
 
At the end of 2025 we completed our three year term as the Centre for Regenerating Futures (CRF). Please 
see our website for the celebration of what we have achieved together… 
https://regeneratingfutures.deakin.edu.au/ A report is coming soon from our three years as the CRF. 
 
Due to a university re-structure we have begun 2026 as the Regenerating Futures - Faculty Research Group - 
resplendent with new logo and budget! We retain the same email regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au  
 

 
 
As a Faculty Research Group we engage with colleagues across the faculty and beyond. We acknowledge our 
65 RF members, 39 Graduate Research Colleagues, and 79 allied members. Peta and Jo continue as co-
directors and have been designing an engaging program of events to interest, curate, decolonise, build 
capacity and community across the year. Please see our calendar of events below.  
 
We have also taken a moment to conduct an impact analysis of our 3 years as the CRF. Thank you to those 
many members who gave an hour to participate in a focus group.  The data we collected is invaluable and 
many quotes have been strategically placed throughout our website.  
 
Our RF plan on a page is below.  It represents our RF strategies as either Researcher Capacity building or 
Research Community building, or both. As a research group our aspiration is to support our members to 
generate research activity and outcomes leading to impact. We have designed a new strategy that we believe 
will scaffold some of us to greater research capacity and success across the year - this is the Incubator - a 
bespoke strategy open to those who are planning to focus energy into their research activity in 2026 - see 
invitation below. 
 

https://regeneratingfutures.deakin.edu.au/
mailto:regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au


 
 

Deakin Research Specialist Research Groupings policy - see here. Deakin Research and Innovation 

Guiding plan - see here. Faculty of Arts & Education Research Ecology - see here. These are internal 
documents accessible by Deakin staff only. 
 
So, here we go for a great year of RF research impact. Our newsletters will come fortnightly and calendar 
invites will come out on the same day. We are always open to you suggestions and ideas for ways to engage 
your research in the RF strategies and to build your capacity. We are looking to ensure we develop together! 
Please share thoughts with us via our email regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au  
 
One important change is that internal funding opportunities are now managed via the school or the faculty 
(not directly through the Research Group). Our Enabler is now a thing of the past. Thanks to those who 
engaged with the funding - you can read the reports on the website. We will share updates about faculty 
funding in the newsletter and you will also need to source school funding details in relevant newsletters. 
 
We are pleased to present a very full and exciting newsletter as our first for 2026.  
Have a wonderful year and we look forward to seeing you soon. 
Best wishes Peta and Jo 
 
RF Calendar of Events for 2026 

• On Country Days (a single day where we value being together on Country - learning and living in 
community - all welcome) 

o 1 Willam Warrain www.willumwarrain.org.au/  - Thursday 16th April 10.45am - 3pm 
o 2 With RF Retreat/Advance in Geelong city - Monday 1st June 10am - 3pm 
o 3 Melbourne event or cultural institution - Wednesday 16th September 10am - 3pm 
o 4  Sherbrook Forest - Monday 23rd November 10am - 3pm 

• Futures Forum (1 per month - all welcome) 
o 1 Ethan Gordon “Faces of Regeneration” Thursday 26th February @11am 
o 2 Amanda Glob Nielsen - RF Visiting Scholar - “Role-playing with food in a posthuman 

perspective” - Tuesday 10th March @ 2pm 
o 3 Kate Hunter “Over Hearing: Attention as a dramaturgical practice” Wednesday 18th March 

@10am 

https://deakin365.sharepoint.com/sites/NetworkAcademic/SitePages/New-Specialist-Research-Groupings-Policy.aspx?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bS5mbG9yZXNsaW1hQGRlYWtpbi5lZHUuYXV8NmQzNGYwOTk0OGI5NDlmMjI1NmUwOGRlNmRjNzhiNDN8ZDAyMzc4ZWMxNjg4NDZkNTg1NDAxYzI4YjVmNDcwZjZ8MHwwfDYzOTA2ODkwMTczNDUxNDc1NnxVbmtub3dufFRXRnBiR1pzYjNkOGV5SkZiWEIwZVUxaGNHa2lPblJ5ZFdVc0lsWWlPaUl3TGpBdU1EQXdNQ0lzSWxBaU9pSlhhVzR6TWlJc0lrRk9Jam9pVFdGcGJDSXNJbGRVSWpveWZRPT18MHx8fA%3d%3d&sdata=aG1scXNxa1BHT3A0TGQxR29EQ3V6WTJLS29jWU1NSEdHKzJmVG96ajcxUT0%3d
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o 4 Franziska Massenboeck - RF Visiting Scholar - “More Than Just Dirt - Exploring Soil Health 
through Socio-Scientific Modelling in Teacher Education” Tuesday 24th March @2pm 

• Regenerators (4 yearly - all welcome) 
o 1 The Savvy Academic (social media, conversation, online researcher profiles, scopus, 5 year plan, 

Deakin strategies (funding, ASP) - March  
o 2 Slow academic - Self preservation and mindfulness - July 
o 3 Regenerative Leadership - October 
o 4 we will responsively frame the final regenerator as we see how the year unfolds 

• Strategiser (4 yearly - alternate with Regenerator - all welcome) 
o 1 Developing my 5 year plan - April 
o 2 Actioning the 1 year plan (ARC dates, Faculty funding, other funding sources) - May 
o 3 Building research teams, international connections, and track record (ROPES) - September 
o 4 Industry partnerships and relationship - November 

• Incubator - a new initiative of the RF (for RF members only) where we support those who are ready to 
establish an active research program. You will self-nominate for this ongoing program and receive 
bespoke responsive support to design your own research program plan - with the full support of the 
leaders, team, and deakin supports. 

o Please send an email “signing-up” by 3rd March - regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au  
o Incubator strategy includes 

▪ Initial meeting - confirm commitment and set goals - mid March 
▪ Attend all Regenerators and Strategisers (8 across year) 
▪ Participate in targeted mentoring and tailored support - co-designed and flexibly 

delivered 
▪ Participate in relevant programs focussed on specific funding application rounds (eg: 

ARC - DP, LP, DECRA) 
▪ Set goals (March) and report on success at the end of the year 

• Retreat / Advance  - Monday 1st to Wednesday 3rd June - Waterfront Geelong with On Country #2 and 
graduation (need convincing… https://patthomson.net/2026/02/07/why-go-on-a-writing-retreat/)   

• SoE Research Conference - Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th June - Waurn Ponds Estate 

• Graduate Researcher 
o Welcome to Visiting Scholar Amanda and Franziska - Tuesday 10th March@ 2pm 
o “Postcards” @ Deakin Downtown (more details to come) - June 

• Showcase projects - may host events throughout the year 
o CRU project 
o Artefacts of the Futures 
o Time to Act 

• Events (opportunistically) 

 
On Country Day #1 Willum Warrain - Thursday 16th April 10.45am-3.00pm 
We are excited to announce our first On Country day for 2026. This time we'll be walking together on 
Bunurong Boon Wurrung Country and visiting Willum Warrain in Hastings on the Mornington Peninsula. 
Willum Warrain is a 100% Aboriginal community-owned bush nursery specialising in local indigenous plants 
from the Mornington Peninsula. While there we’ll follow the Koorie Plant Trail and visit the Pun Pun (billabong) 
area. We’ll be decolonising our practices through yarning with Uncle Peter Aldenhoven, sharing lunch, 
regenerating vegetation and ourselves by  getting our hands into some Indigenous plant propagation, and 
maybe taking home some plants to grow the love. 

 
Willum Warrain (‘home by the sea’) Aboriginal Association is the voice of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people on the Mornington Peninsula. It is a gathering place where Aboriginal people come together to realise 
community aspirations and forge shared identity. Managed by an Aboriginal board, Willum Warrain provides 
information and referral services, charitable support, health and wellbeing programs, art and culture 
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programs, and links between the Aboriginal community and the broader local community. You can watch 
Gardening Australia’s video “Home by the sea” about Willum Warrain here. 
RSVP required for this On Country day - limited places. Invitation coming soon. 
 
Futures Forum -  Dr. Ethan Gordon “Faces of Regeneration” -  Thursday 26th Feb @ 11am 
Ethan will unpack his journey with the concept of regeneration and how his understanding of it has changed 
from working with Australian farmers, US ranchers, and on the IPBES Transformative Change Assessment. He 
will unpack the values underpinning regenerative agricultural systems.   

 
Ethan Gordon is an environmental social scientist and President of the Australian Institute of Ecological 
Agriculture. His research explores agricultural regeneration and transformative change. This is important work 
to Ethan because it speaks directly to his family’s custodianship of Moffat Falls, a pastoral property located in 
the lands of the Dunghutti, Gumbaynggirr and Anaiwan Nations. 
Zoom link: see here, meeting ID: 833 3747 4980, Password: 90184962 
 
Futures Forum: Amanda Glob Nielsen - RF Visiting Scholar - “Role-playing with food in a posthuman 
perspective” - Tuesday 10th March @ 2pm 
Grounded in posthumanism and ecofeminism, I would like to discuss how roleplay as a method for perspective 
shifts, creativity, and ecological reflection can help develop eco-literacy in education. After testing a sci-fi RPG 
in Danish schools, I reconsidered how imagination, embodiment, and eco-literacy are supported within current 
systems. I argue that eco-literacy is not memorizing facts, but cultivating creative, democratic, and emotionally 
engaged conversations and practices. My research now turns to food as an overlooked yet powerful actor. 
What can an apple, a pig, or water teach us about interdependence, Indigenous knowledge, and living and 
dying well together in a more-than-human world? 

 
Amanda Glob Nielsen completed her teacher education at Denmark’s first women’s teacher training college. 
There, she developed a sustained interest in critical pedagogy and anti-racist education. She later pursued 
graduate studies in didactics. Her master’s thesis examined sustainability education and included an analysis of 
teaching materials across Denmark’s major educational resource databases. She subsequently worked as a 
research assistant on a project exploring education in regenerative mussel farming, conducting qualitative 
interviews with environmental educators. She later authored a comprehensive Scandinavian review on 
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). She is currently a PhD fellow at the University of Southern 
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Denmark, researching role-play as a part of developing eco-literacy with pupils in the danish upper primary 
school. 
Zoom link - see here, Meeting ID: 819 6829 0330, Password: 80465781 
 
Futures Forum - Dr. Kate Hunter “Over Hearing: Attention as a dramaturgical practice”- Wednesday 18th 
March @ 2pm 
This presentation outlines Kate's 2025 ASP research project, which investigates attention as a dramaturgical 
practice. Through field recording, graphic scoring, and dialogic inquiry with scholars and theatre-makers across 
diverse landscapes - from the desert country of the Western Wimmera to the Rocky Mountains of Colorado - 
the project examines how acts of attending generate new knowledge about place, embodiment, and theatrical 
presence. Kate presents her fieldwork findings to propose an expanded dramaturgical framework that 
emphasises felt experience as a profound way of making meaning.  

 
Kate Hunter is an interdisciplinary artist working across performance, improvisation, painting, and sound. 
Originally trained in theatre, she creates miniature immersive installations and site-specific works that explore 
listening as both dramaturgical device and research method. Her practice employs painted surfaces, 
hydrophone recordings, and audio composition to examine relationships between human and more-than-
human worlds. She is currently Senior Lecturer in Art and Performance at Deakin University, 
Naarm/Melbourne, Australia.  
Zoom link - see here, Meeting ID: 893 9401 8780, Password: 17712555 
 
Futures Forum: Franziska Massenboeck - RF Visiting Scholar “More Than Just Dirt - Exploring Soil Health 
through Socio-Scientific Modelling in Teacher Education” - Tuesday 24th March @ 2pm 
My doctoral project investigates how soil health can be meaningfully integrated into science education within 
the framework of One Health Education. Conceptualizing soil health as a socio-scientific issue, the study 
explores how pre-service teachers and in-service teachers engage with complex scientific, societal, and 
environmental dimensions through socio-scientific modelling. Using a design-based research approach, the 
project combines exploratory qualitative studies with iterative development and testing of instructional 
materials in teacher education contexts. The overarching aim is to support the development of content 
knowledge and pedagogical content knowledge while fostering systems thinking and the ability to connect soil 
health topics to learners’ everyday lives. 
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Franziska Massenboeck holds a degree in Environmental Education from the University College for Agricultural 
and Environmental Education in Vienna, Austria. In recent years, she has worked as a project coordinator for 
the Teaching Clinic, an action research initiative with in-service teachers, and the One Health Teaching Clinic, 
which collaborates with subject matter experts to bring pressing One Health topics into schools. She co-
organised the Vienna Mushroom Festival, attracting over 5,000 visitors and sparking her research interest in 
soil health and its interconnections with human and environmental wellbeing. To broaden her perspectives on 
science education, she came to Melbourne to engage with different educational cultures and research 
traditions for teaching complex socio-scientific issues. 
Zoom link - see here, Meeting ID: 865 1661 0520, Password: 73904963 
 
Welcome Franziska Massenboeck and Amanda Glob Nielsen as RF Visiting Scholars  
During our co-hosting of the Eco-Literacy Festival, Jo and Peta met Amanda and Franziska. They invited them 
to attend Deakin and the RF as visiting scholars.  Most European PhD programs require an international 
placement/industry experience… and we are lucky to have both visiting us - now!  
Deakin enables visiting scholars via schools. They require an academic ‘sponsor’ and a project to cooperatively 
complete. This program supports the visiting scholar with visa support and access to Deakin tools - such as the 
library. Visiting scholars are not to work at Deakin. 
Regenerating Futures will be hosting a welcome event encouraging you to meet Amanda and Franziska on the 
10th February (2 - 4pm). We will invite Graduate Students and their supervisors to an afternoon tea at 
Burwood campus - Drama Studio lounge (E2.013). This will involve the Futures Forum Amanda is offering, 
some updates about Deakin Graduate programs and the value of international travel, as well as a catered 
gathering. See calendar invite. 
 
Funding Opportunities 
Each School has funding for particular programs and then the Faculty offers funding for other programs Please 

investigate your school fund programs. Further information at Faculty Support Schemes. Examples of 
funding support schemes include: 

• Faculty Conference Support Scheme 

• Research Project Development Scheme 
Funding schemes will be updated at the start of April, 2026. 
 
Australian Posthuman Summer Lab (APhSL) 
Seven RF members and allied members attended the Australian Posthuman Summer Lab - hosted by RMIT 
(See here). Below are short excerpts from our RF colleagues. Stay tuned for the events that they will host 
soonish too as they have been invited to lead an activity that enables us all to learn and grow from the 
experience. Stay tuned for Futures Forums  and Special Events. 
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Photo credit: Eli Cristiano 
Posthuman Warburton - Peta White 
The APhSL took me back to Warburton where I lived and thought with Birrarung and colleagues. We ate the 
Planetary Health Diet, learning through doing and collaborating in community to prepare and then enjoy our 
meals. Fruits, vegetables and a bit of anything else - all whole foods and conscious of food providence. We 
learned about the Birrarung “Right to Live”, with Chris about Indigenous knowledges and practices, and with 
Melbourne Water colleagues who took us on a tour of the Upper Yarra Reservoir. The event was curated to 
enable space to think, discuss, engage, and immerse - inspired by N’arwee’t Carolyn Briggs and Rosi Braidotti! 
Thanks to Troy and Fiona for hosting and facilitating this event - the third and final year it ran! 
 
Posthumanist/First Nations Summer Lab: Field Trip site – Point Nepean - Jo Britt 
This was our first Summer Lab and the third and last in a series with Radical Ancestors Rosi Braidotti and 
N’arwee’t Aunty Carolyn Briggs. The Summer Lab was facilitated by Troy and Fiona from RMIT and we 
gathered at RMIT city campus for our introductory activities. On the Monday we were introduced to the 
research framework, yalendj barring, our guides had developed over the past two Summer Labs: we were the 
guinea pigs. 
On the second day we gathered with our field trip group, Point Nepean, and then divided into two sub groups, 
each with a provocateur who had been to at least one previous Summer Lab. Our provocateur group had the 
wonderful Natasa as our leader and facilitator for our ‘on country’ at Point Nepean. We collected our 
Planetary food boxes (2 boxes for a group of 4) and loaded our gear into the cars of our volunteer drivers. 
When we arrived separately at the Rosebud Amberlee holiday park there was some confusion as people were 
not in cars according to cabins, our first disruption. Luckily Natasa had set up a Whats App group to enable 
contact and eventually we were all able to enter the park and our cabins. When sorting through the food 
boxes we realised we did not have the separate pantry box to be shared among all the cabins. It contained 
many items essential to the recipes such as burritos and tofu. Each planetary box had a brochure with a meal 
plan for the three days and cooking instructions. We began to wonder if the disruptions were intentional! 
There was much toing and froing between cabins to check on who had what food and doing some swapping of 
items. Our large group was dispersed into groups of three + four cabins in proximity. It eventuated that these 
two groups of cabins cooked and ate together, although another disruption was that the two provocateur 
groups were dispersed throughout. 
Our field work began on the Wednesday and for each of the next three days we left at 8.15am each morning 
to drive to Point Nepean. We were blessed with beautiful weather for most of this time. Each of the days had a 
focus and we were very fortunate to have N’arwee’t Aunty Carolyn with us each morning, along with her 
linguist and ecological experts/mentees. 
Over the three days of on Country radical consciousness raising we explored, played, responded, listened, 
tasted (but then thought about how to give back), smelt, touched and of course looked at all the coastal 
country around us through our First Nations guides. We learnt language of First Nations bunurong peoples, 
once again very willing guinea pigs for the resurrection and passing on of this ancient language. Our research 
project was based around deep listening and thinking, transposition, mapping and using arts as 
communication of connections, story, memory and place as we embraced ancient knowledge in decolonising 
Point Nepean. 



 

 
1. Wire-leaf mistletoe grows on coast wirilda (wattle) food for the critically endangered regent 

honeyeater (I am planning on growing this in my garden!) 
2. Looking across the rip to Point Lonsdale lighthouse on the left 

 
Overview - Alys Mendus 
The Post Human Summer Lab was an absolute treat. I got to say thank you to Rosi Braidotti who I adore and 
whose work has framed a lot of my own PhD thesis. The chemistry and dialogue between Rosi Braidotti and 
N'arwee't Professor Carolyn Briggs was electrifying as they scaffolded a new understanding of the world as a 
dance between posthumanism and Indigenous knowledges creating new terms that resonated in both fields 
and also took scholarship further to make sense here now, on stolen land, in Australia. Jo and I were lucky to 
be in the Point Nepean group where we embodied a rare treat of learning and speaking Bunurong words on 
Country. Jo and I were also in a small Provocateur group of 7 who created a performance piece on the sand on 
the Friday morning and a more academic sharing on the Tuesday morning back at RMIT. Our group stumbled 
together and apart, it was complex and challenging yet we could see real beauty came in these multiplicities of 
being when we embodied our own arts based responses to the experience creating multiple codes and 
mappings of the experience and at the same time tied together through space and connection to Country.  Jo 
and I worked together on our collaborative embodied response. Jo, using Bunurong language wrote about the 
seal, and I turned these words into a song. Jo, on clapping sticks found on the beach, and I embodying a seal 
lying on the beach, sang this song, then I rolled down the beach into the sea before singing the verse. In the 
presentation at RMIT we sang the song whilst walking through the conference space encouraging the audience 
to sing with us.  



 
An embodied response to our experience on Country… Alys Mendus 
A deep conversation, brains buzzing with thoughts, embodied reactions and understandings. Who are 
we?  Who are we to speak? Perhaps we are all the nomadic subject with multiple belongings. Is our group a 
living organism thinking and breathing and being together? Not everything is easy and we all make sense of 
the complexity in our own ways. We bring different stories and languages - One person translates Bunurong 
language directly into Mandarin on her phone - a translanguaging and multi-lingual thinking approach of this 
newly written down words already becoming beyond. Someone asks why does the written form of Bunurong 
language need to be in English latin letters? Conversations emerge on creating new letters and sounds. Yet are 
we still conforming to a dominant colonialist mindset? Perhaps it is easier, as even if it isn't everyone in the 
group’s first language, everyone in the space does understand it… but is this really a disruption? The crash of 
waves breaking on the shore and lap as it washes up the beach filling in old footsteps, reminds us to grab our 
bags and run up towards to edge - to the liminal space by the old jetty betwixt and between. There is a 
moment before this liminal space, the journey, the nomadology as we walk down the path between the 
meeting spot and the beach - here we are still in Country but at its fringes - edgedweller, it feels intense, a 
moment of rebirth waiting in that birth canal, called to by the sea, the waves and the seal but pausing, slowly 
softening, then for me a need, an urge, a calling to be in, at one with the water, clothes fly off, flies are batted 
away and I sprint up the beach, hot, sweaty, excited, my heart racing, ignoring the signs for “no swimming” but 
also carefully watching the sea seeing the rip and current and going the other way to the shallows. Another 
comes too. Two others watching, observing, being at one with the driftwood and sand. Someone draws, 
another paints. “Take a picture of me!” I shout but it is not the moment for that. It is time for us all to be at 
one, together creatively engaging and being with Country. Two others take walks on their own project 
exploring, listening and travelling as Country far along the beach towards Point Nepean. I dive into the edges, I 



think about our conversations but now is sea, my head goes under, my eyes open and I am water, I am sand, I 
am Country. I roll along the beach on the edges but also within, alive and enlivened. 
 
Fernanda Rezende 
In the Australian Posthuman Summer Lab, we reflected on regeneration, belonging, and commitment to 
Country. Concepts like reworlding, affirmative ethics, and relational ontologies prompted a central question: 
what can we sustain, together and individually? Walking was presented as a method — listening, observing, 
existing alone-together. We spoke about multiple belongings, holding grief, and expanding possibilities in 
uncertain times. Algorithms were discussed as processes — defining a problem, testing, adjusting — rather than 
rigid recipes. Ultimately, the provocation remained: perhaps to stay attuned, connected, and Djibruk (respectful) 
to Country, Dhumbali (committed) to the land, nurturing relationships that Kummargi (regenerate) life and 
Tjanabi (celebrate resilience) — noticing the fissures, the cracks in the world and in ourselves, where growth, 
change, and new life emerge. 

 
 
The RMIT Posthuman Summer Lab - Larissa Raymond 
Country…she will play back 
Double consciousness 
What does it mean to belong? 
Is a river alive? 
  
You need to know your Country 
A posthuman atlas 
A super queer posthuman atlas 
Tools, methods, approaches 
Intergenerational work 
Generative work 
  
Kummargi 
Mapping Country is mapping people 
Rise up to regenerate 
This is our challenge 
  
Wominjeka 
Come with purpose 
We’re too busy travelling through 
What is your commitment to Country? 
“You’re in my presence and I’m in yours” 
  



What makes good relational practices? 
Birrarung is living 
I am the river and the river is me 
Out in the field 
Movement 
Respiration 
Sensitivity 
Growth 
Reproduction 
Excretion  
I feel through my body 
Swimming is practice 
Confluence … Tributaries… places of significance 
How do you bring back richness of place? 
  
“We already live in a world of many worlds” 
“500 metres either side of the river is living, according to law” 
Boundaries 
Fences 
Decolonise the threads 
Black wattle, ochre, murnong daisy yams 

 

 
  

 
 



Deakin Events: 
 
Graduate-Led Conference 2026 Registration is now open! 
Conference Theme: Polarities and Entanglements: Empowerment, Impact and Collaboration in an Age of 
Conflict  
Conference date: 5th March 2026   
Conference location: Deakin Downtown, Melbourne CBD. (Deakin Downtown is located on the land of the 
Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation.) 
All Graduate Researchers in the Faculty of Arts and Education are invited to attend the 2026 Graduate-Led 
Conference. Whether you are a presenter, or attending to support your peers and network, please help us 
manage the logistics of catering by completing the Conference Registration Form by 13th February. 
Registration is free. Attendees who do not live in Melbourne are invited to apply for assistance with 
accommodation (1 night) and travel. 
Come support the many graduates presenting this year and engage with their research! 
Kavita Peterson will be representing the RF in the research ecology speed dating event.  We are looking for one 
more Graduate Student to join Kavita. Please email us if you are interested 
regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au  
 
Planetary Health and Healing Justice 
Last call for Participants for this doctoral research study on Planetary Health and Healing Justice beginning with 
a 2 day workshop on 21st-22nd February. If you’re interested in exploring themes related to Collective Healing, 
Planetary Justice and Eco-anxiety – please do get in touch. 
Call for Participants: Deakin University research study on Planetary Healing Justice. 
When caring about the planet starts to feel like carrying the weight of the world, we need spaces to reconnect, 
reflect, and heal together. 
If you’re: 
– interested in or engaged with issues of planetary health and/or social justice 
– open to deep, reflective, and collaborative enquiry 
– aged 18+ and able to attend a 2-day event in Narrm/Melbourne in February 2026 
We invite you to consider participating in this study. 
I’ll be co-facilitating, with Professor Yin Paradies, a free 2-day in-person workshop in Narrm/Melbourne 
exploring how we can sustain ourselves and our social movements for effective action while navigating a 
planetary metacrisis. 
In the workshop, we’ll explore themes and practices of: 
– Embodiment – being more present and connected in our bodies 
– Relationality – deepening our sense of interconnectedness in a web of life 
– Critical consciousness – understanding systems of power and systemic injustice 
The workshop will run on the 21st and 22nd February 2026 and will be followed by 3 monthly online group 
discussions and a concluding interview reflecting on your experiences of the study. 
If you’re interested in participating or want to learn more, you can access the full study details here, or contact 
me at d.wijewickrama@deakin.edu.au  

https://researchsurveys.deakin.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_6y9dfy6FpFfszhY
https://researchsurveys.deakin.edu.au/jfe/form/SV_6y9dfy6FpFfszhY
mailto:regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fyin-paradies-ba686b3a%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cm.floreslima%40deakin.edu.au%7C6d34f09948b949f2256e08de6dc78b43%7Cd02378ec168846d585401c28b5f470f6%7C0%7C0%7C639068901734636626%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jS5sxjVYID6NkNBkcu54JB4vCTuXnjnV74rMqNPL7ok%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fyin-paradies-ba686b3a%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cm.floreslima%40deakin.edu.au%7C6d34f09948b949f2256e08de6dc78b43%7Cd02378ec168846d585401c28b5f470f6%7C0%7C0%7C639068901734648812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iNsx%2FBqAiQojpn6uVQHFHzDz5IJ2Qa4z%2BJZTwpKoqQo%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fis.gd%2Fcestudy2026&data=05%7C02%7Cm.floreslima%40deakin.edu.au%7C6d34f09948b949f2256e08de6dc78b43%7Cd02378ec168846d585401c28b5f470f6%7C0%7C0%7C639068901734664443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wLhk4koeBJ6lTbViEDE%2FLjPYJViQ6Zk1TNQZZolH0gc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:d.wijewickrama@deakin.edu.au


 
 
Shared with us to share with you… 
Please forward links and notes of upcoming events, calls for conferences and papers, and other possibilities 
such a s great articles you have read or recent reports. regeneratingfutures@deakin.edu.au  
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The Great Southern Reef Foundation - A voice and vision for Australia’s temperate reefs 
The Great Southern Reef (GSR) is Australia's extensive and interconnected system of temperate reefs, 
predominantly characterised by kelp forests. Spanning over 8,000 km of coastline across southern Australia, 
the GSR encompasses a diverse range of habitats from shallow rocky reefs to deep sponge gardens.  
The Great Southern Reef Foundation is run by an independent team of science, media and education 
professionals working to promote the recognition, stewardship and long-term health of Australia’s kelp 
forests. They act as knowledge brokers between science and society, to deeply embed the importance of the 
Great Southern Reef into Australian culture. 
You can sign up for news and/or protect the reef by joining the Eat an Urchin campaign  Warming oceans have 
enabled urchins to wreak havoc across 2,000 km of Australia's coastline - an area as big as the Great Barrier 
Reef. Eating an urchin is one way we can directly help– and a bonus is they are delicious! GSRF provides advice 
for collecting and recipes on their website. 

 
 
Warta-Kiki / Come together something for listening 
Regenerating Futures visiting scholar Michelle Tourbier has recommended an exciting new album relevant to 
the work of the Regenerative Futures Research Group. This is a landmark collaboration between legendary 
songman Kutcha Edwards and the Melbourne Youth Orchestra, of which Michelle’s son is a member. Warta-
Kiki brings together First Nations songlines and symphonic music, performed by MYO’s young musicians under 
the direction of Music Director Brett Kelly, with new orchestrations by leading Australian composers. Michelle 
recommends 'I have a dream', which is quite poignant in light of the failed referendum and one of her 
favourites 'Mother Tongue'.  Find Warta-Kiki here. Proceeds from the LP sales will go to free music education 
opportunities for young First Nations people.  
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Sonder 
If you’re after more listening joy, we have another recommendation from Warrnambool member Julie Lynch 
to listen to Sonder Warrnambool’s all-abilities choir, individual artists with disability, and the Melbourne 
Symphony Orcehstra.   The live concert was at Sidney Myer Music Bowl on Friday -  here’s a recording of the 
concert with pre-recorded intros from performers interspersed throughout. The concert is well produced and 
very moving with individual performers backed up by a huge choir and the MSO. Jo’s personal favourites are 
Looking for Lucy and Dad’s Guitar. 
 
Mapping Our Futures Project - Collaborators sought in February  - Regenerating Futures Post Doc Michael 
Chew 
This community arts project activates community venues throughout regional Victoria including public libraries 
and community centres with pop-up large-scale future-focussed community maps. At each participating 
venue, local residents will be invited to contribute ideas, stories and actions for their own positive local futures 
onto these physical maps, with online submissions through the project website. Castlemaine library will be the 
project hub with in person workshop engaging with diverse community groups. Building on successful previous 
library projects, this project gathers and celebrates the local residents’ positive hopes while creating 
meaningful community connections, through accessible and creative methods.  
Further info - https://mapfutures.org/ 
We are actively seeking partners for: a) participating map venues, b) research/policy translation, c) resourcing 
(funds/in-kind support). If you would like to learn more please contact: Project Lead Michael Chew - 
michael.chew@deakin.edu.au 0468 477 874 
 
Together for Treaty - Summit 2026 
A two-day summit designed for, both First Nations people and allies - to connect, yarn, learn and plan for 
action. See here. 

 
Where: Naarm / Melbourne (exact location to be shared closer to the date) 
When: Saturday 21 February - Sunday 22 February 2026 (~10am-4pm each day) 
Who: Both First Nations people and allies from across the continent who are keen to grow the Together for 
Treaty campaign in your community.  
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us via info@commonthreads.org.au. 
 
Local Teachers Conference - Learning for Sustainability 
See here. 
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Episode 28 of the Saving the World Webinar Series 
Sugar-coated sustainability: Deceit, disclosure, and regulation in ultra-processed foods with Roxana Claudia 
Tompea 
Thursday 26th March - 12:30pm-1:30pm AEDT 
Episode 28 of the Saving the World webinar series features Roxana Claudia Tompea, Hothouse PhD Candidate. 
Roxana’s research examines regulatory reforms on environmental sustainability and corporate practices in the 
food sector, focusing on greenwashing and ultra-processed foods. Climate change and food systems are deeply 
intertwined, and when transforming current food systems is one of the defining challenges of our time, she 
asks what misleading sustainability claims reveal about our progress towards this goal. 
Rather than treating greenwashing as isolated corporate misconduct, Roxana's research conceptualises it as a 
structural marker of climate obstruction embedded within contemporary food systems. Through a case study 
of the European Union, she analyses evolving regulatory regimes and corporate sustainability strategies, 
reflecting on corporate power, accountability, and the prospects for achieving equitable and environmentally 
sound food systems. 

 
 
Nulungu Research Institute - University of Notre Dame Australia, Broom Campus 
To register please complete the Registration Form and return to nulungu@nd.edu.au  
February 17 – 19: Stage One Aboriginal Research Methodologies Registrations are closed but as we had an 
overwhelming amount of interest we will look at holding another course later this year, please register your 
interest! 
March 24 – 26 : Introduction to Cultural Heritage Management 
April 1: Talking Heads Seminar Series Launch 
May 1 : Lucy Ngarbal Oration of the Chair of Indigenous Studies Lecture 
May 5 - 7 : Two-Way Research: Collaborating through Indigenous Methodologies Course 
 
Wake Up The Snake 
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Professor Anne Poelina, Chair of Indigenous Knowledges at Nulungu Research Institute continues to work 
tirelessly to share her knowledge of First Law, environmental protection, climate adaptation and water justice 
has been appointed as one of World Health Organisation (WHO) twenty Global Commissioners who are 
focused on a global "Lancet Commission on sea-level rise, health, and justice: life at the water's edge". This is 
the first Lancet Commission on this urgent topic, and WHO is honoured to lead this impactful project. This 
Project will be publicly announced in the coming month and will meet formally in Melbourne in March 2026, 
with the intent of mobilise this global think tank to bring their collective wisdom into specific case studies 
around the world. The Commissioners all contributing over the next 3 years towards the next 3 COP's, 
"Conference of the Parties" committed to the signing of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Professor Poelina is looking to spotlight the relationship and knowledge brokerage between 
"Salt Water, River, Hill and Desert Country and People" as we know all of these systems are connected. It is a 
voluntary position and Professor Poelina acknowledged her support from The University of Notre Dame 
Australia in investing in her role and this important global work. See here. 
 

 
Living Waters  
Online course 8 weeks 10th March – 30th April 2026 
Invoking the presence of Rivers round the world and establishing an active mode of communication with our 
Earth. 
A panpsychic view starts from the understanding that all things, including the Earth itself, are integral to the 
fabric of the living cosmos, all of the same sentient cloth. Mind is a fundamental aspect of matter just as 
matter is a fundamental aspect of mind: we are part of a world that has depth as well as structure, meaning as 
well as form. In Thomas Berry’s words, all beings live in as a community of subjects, not a collection of objects. 
During this 8-week online course, we will explore this perspective through a co-operative inquiry with Rivers in 
the vicinity of participants: if we invoke their living presence, address them as subjects and as persons, what 
manner of response might we receive? Rivers may include everything from mountain torrents through mature 
watercourse to tidal reaches; underground flows, wild streams or industrialized waterways. 
This is a unique opportunity to develop the skills and capacities needed to develop a different way of looking 
at the world; and new ways to integrate this into everyday living. Through weekly touchpoints with 
participants from across the globe, together we will engage in a lovingly curated process of deep reflection and 
relating - to feel ourselves directly as participants in the process of life on earth itself. See here. 
About Schumacher College’s Living Waters 2026 - RF Allied Member Professor Sandra Wooltorton has been 
involved with Schumacher College’s Living Waters program since its second year. Living Waters 2026 starts on 
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March 10 and the group is actively recruiting participants who wish to invoke the presence of local Rivers 
and/or wetlands. The online course is convened by Emeritus Professor Peter Reason, who co-devised 
cooperative inquiry in the 1970s. Peter has been utilizing and adapting the social research method since that 
time, into what is now a practical, post-humanist form of cooperative inquiry. Peter has been involved with 
various CRF research activities, and is a huge supporter of the Australian Journal of Environmental 
Education (AJEE) where he is a writer and regular reviewer. As you will see in this course link (scroll right 
down), there are 6 eminent co-presenters and/or co-facilitators with Peter. These include world-leading 
environmental philosopher Emeritus Professor Freya Mathews of Melbourne (LaTrobe) – who has developed 
and applied ontopoetics through a whole cosmos form of panpsychism. Professor Anne Poelina of Nulungu 
Research Institute, who is well-known to CRF members, AJEE readers and the Australian Association for 
Environmental Education, is also a co-presenter in the course; as is Professor Andreas Weber who is a world-
renowned biologist, anthropologist and philosopher – also well known to AJEE readers. Jacqueline Kurio and 
Ezekiel Fugate co-facilitate as well.  Through an online program of weekly seminars and small group ‘tutorials’, 
the Living Waters program practically engages research participants in their own water places, who record 
their learning journeys – and sometimes publish academic articles using this material as a basis. Here are the 
course Instagram pages, and Peter Reason’s short Substack which tells some of the story of the original 
impetus for Living Waters. 
 
The Search for New Stories to Live By: econarrative and ethical leadership  
A free online course The Search for New Stories to Live By: econarrative and ethical leadership has been 
launched and adopted by the United Nations as part of their SDG:learn programme.   
This course is for anyone who is aware of the trajectory of society towards collapse under ever-growing 
inequality and environmental destruction, and who wants change at the only level that can make a difference: 
finding new stories to live by. 
There are enough materials to teach a whole module on environmental education, and educators are free to 
use the material how they wish. This course may be of interest to this group as a way of embedding 
environmental education right across the curriculum. 
 
Reimagining Research - Are you ready to radically transform your research practice? 
April 16 - May 15, 2026 
Cohort 1: Every Thursday 4pm-6pm Pacific Time, Cohort 2: Every Friday 9am-11am Pacific Time 

 
Reimagining Research is a five-week, hands-on cohort for researchers, educators, artists, and changemakers 
who are ready to unlearn colonial research frameworks—and co-create something radically different. 
This is not another theory-heavy course. It’s an immersive, embodied experience where you’ll: 

• Experiment with alternative modes of inquiry including artistic and land-based research practices 

• Process and deepen knowledge through group dialogue and storytelling 

• Re-member research as a practice of care, relational responsibility, and creativity (and experience it 
too!) 

• Reflect on your own relationship to knowledge, power, and responsibility 
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We’ve welcomed over 200 participants from 30+ countries into this space. People who are tired of 
performative and extractive research, and who are ready to stretch their practice. 
If you’re craving a research space that feels like truth, wonder, and belonging—you’ve found it. 
See here. 
 
World Symposium on Artificial Intelligence for Sustainable Development  
14-15 May 2026 - University of São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil   
This Symposium is based on the belief that Artificial Intelligence needs to align with the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to ensure its benefits are inclusive, environmentally responsible, and 
socially just.  
By fostering interdisciplinary collaboration, the World Symposium seeks to bridge the gap between technological 
innovation and sustainable progress. We invite faculty, researchers, students, consultants, policy makers, and 
managers to discuss the following theme clusters:  

• Integrating AI and sustainability across disciplines  

• Strategies for embedding AI into sustainability across diverse academic fields 

• Innovative use of AI for sustainability education and learning, experiential education, and 
transdisciplinary approaches 

• Leveraging AI and digital for smart learning on sustainability  

• Empowering staff and students to use AI for sustainability  

• Using AI in Green Campus and Carbon-Neutrality initiatives  

• Best practices for AI use in energy efficiency, waste reduction, and sustainable infrastructure  

• Industry-Academia collaboration on AI for sustainability  

• Partnerships with businesses and NGOs to enhance the real-world impact of AI for sustainable 
development  

• Using AI to foster sustainability competencies and future skills  

• Policy and governance on AI for sustainable higher education  

• Social equity and inclusivity in using AI  

• Fostering AI accessibility and diversity in sustainability initiatives  

• Measuring and reporting on AI use in sustainability: Tools for assessing the effectiveness of AI in 
sustainability programmes   

HOW TO PARTICIPATE  
1. By only attending the symposium (without a paper presentation): please register on the following form 
2. By delivering an oral presentation: Researchers may submit any complete, original, and unpublished research 
papers, either conceptual or empirical. To participate, participants need to submit an abstract of 200 to 300 
words, along with the authors' names and full contact details, by using the following form 
DEADLINES Abstract Submission: 15 February 2026, Registration: 20 March 2026, Full paper submission for the 
Book (after the symposium): 30 May 2026   
CONTACT INFORMATION - For more information, check out the symposium website here.  For any questions 
and/or further details, please contact the organising team at: FTZ-NK-Events@haw-hamburg.de  
 
9th International Conference on Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainable Development (CSR 2026) 
June 8-9, 2026 Manila, Philippines See here.  
INTRODUCTION The global pursuit of sustainable development has entered a decisive decade. Accelerating 
climate risks, social inequalities, governance failures, and technological disruption are reshaping expectations 
from businesses, governments, and institutions worldwide. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and 
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) practices have therefore evolved from voluntary initiatives into 
strategic imperatives for resilience, accountability, and long-term value creation. 
Aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and emerging global ESG reporting and 
disclosure standards (such as integrated sustainability and non-financial reporting), the 9th International 
Conference on CSR and Sustainable Development 2026 provides a high-level interdisciplinary platform for 
advancing research, policy dialogue, and practice-oriented solutions. The conference recognizes sustainability 
as a multidimensional challenge—requiring collaboration across business, policy, technology, and society—
particularly within emerging and developing economies. 
Building on the success of its previous editions, the 2026 conference in Manila, Philippines brings together 
academicians, researchers, policymakers, corporate leaders, NGOs, and sustainability professionals from across 
the globe. The conference focuses on evidence-based research, innovative frameworks, and real-world 
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applications that integrate ESG principles into organizational strategy, governance, operations, and stakeholder 
engagement. 
With increasing regulatory scrutiny, investor expectations, and stakeholder demand for transparency, the 
conference emphasizes the role of robust sustainability reporting, ethical governance, climate action, social 
inclusion, and responsible innovation. By fostering scholarly exchange and practitioner dialogue, CSR 2026 aims 
to contribute to globally relevant and locally actionable sustainability outcomes. 
CSR2026 CALL FOR PAPERS: TECHNICAL SESSION THEMES - Proposals for contribution to technical sessions of 
the conference are invited in the following broad theme (Not Limited to): 

Strategy, Governance, and Leadership 
1. Climate Strategy, Risk Management, and Corporate Resilience 
Managerial approaches to climate mitigation, adaptation, carbon management, and enterprise risk. 
2. Sustainability Governance, Ethics, and Responsible Leadership 
Board oversight, ethical decision-making, governance frameworks, and accountability mechanisms. 
3. ESG Strategy, Reporting, and Performance Management 
ESG integration, sustainability disclosure, non-financial reporting, and performance metrics. 

Operations, Innovation, and Value Creation 
4. Renewable Energy Strategy and Clean Energy Transition Management 
Managerial challenges in adopting renewable energy, energy efficiency, and transition planning. 
5. Water Stewardship and Resource Efficiency Management 
Corporate water strategies, operational efficiency, and supply chain water risk management. 
6. Sustainable Operations, Waste Management, and Circular Practices 
Operational models for waste reduction, recycling, and circular economy implementation. 
7. Green Chemistry, Sustainable Materials, and Product Innovation 
Managing eco-innovation, sustainable materials, and environmentally responsible product design. 
8. Life Cycle Thinking, Sustainability Metrics, and Decision Support Systems 
LCA, carbon accounting, sustainability dashboards, and managerial analytics. 

Supply Chains, Mobility, and Urban Systems 
9. Sustainable Supply Chain and Responsible Sourcing Management 
Supplier governance, traceability, ethical sourcing, and resilience in global supply chains. 
10. Sustainable Transportation, Logistics, and Mobility Management 
Low-carbon logistics, EV adoption, smart transport systems, and cost–impact trade-offs. 
11. Urban Sustainability, Smart Cities, and Infrastructure Governance 
Managing sustainable urbanization, infrastructure investment, and mobility systems. 
12. Sustainable Tourism and Destination Management 
Balancing economic growth, community well-being, and environmental protection. 

Markets, Finance, and Stakeholder Value 
13. Sustainable Finance, ESG Investing, and Value Creation 
Green finance, impact investing, risk-adjusted returns, and capital allocation decisions. 
14. Sustainable Business Models and Corporate Transformation 
Redesigning business models for long-term sustainability and competitive advantage. 
15. Customer, Investor, and Stakeholder Engagement for Sustainability 
Communication strategies, trust-building, and stakeholder-driven value creation. 

Technology, Data, and Digital Sustainability 
16. Artificial Intelligence, Analytics, and Digital Technologies for Managerial Sustainability Decisions 
AI-driven forecasting, optimization, monitoring, and sustainability intelligence systems. 
People, Society, and Inclusive Growth 
17. Human Capital, Work–Life Balance, and Employee Well-being 
Sustainable HRM, employee engagement, productivity, and organizational well-being. 
18. Social Innovation, Community Development, and Inclusive Business Models 
Self-help groups, social enterprises, livelihoods, and inclusive value chains. 

Policy, SDGs, and System-Level Impact 
19. SDG Integration, Impact Measurement, and Cross-Sector Partnerships 
Translating SDGs into corporate strategy, KPIs, and measurable outcomes. 
20. Public Policy, Institutional Frameworks, and Sustainable Development Governance 
Business–government collaboration, regulatory alignment, and policy-driven sustainability. 
SUBMISSION CATEGORIES AND PRACTITIONER’S TRACK The conference will focus on two broad tracks: 
research and practitioner. The research track will focus on an academic perspective, with presentations on 



research in the conference's thematic areas, whereas the practitioner track will feature presentations from 
corporate/NGO projects and initiatives, along with case studies within the conference's theme. However, the 
conference sessions will have mixed presentations from both the tracks, for benefit of all. In both the Research 
and Practitioner tracks, the proposals can be submitted in any of the following categories: 
(a) Full Paper (15-20 pages) 
(b) Short Paper / Work in Progress (10-12 pages) 
(c) Practitioner Presentation Abstract (1 Page Abstract) 
(d) Poster Presentation (1 Page Abstract) 
PAPER SUBMISSION FORMAT - All Papers must be submitted in the standard format of springer for the 
Conference Proceedings. The sample book and chapters can be downloaded from the following link  
PAPER SUBMISSION: All papers must be submitted online through the Microsoft CMT link 
PAPER PUBLICATION: All accepted papers will be published in the Special Publication for Conference 
Proceedings from a reputed publisher. 
• The proceedings will be indexed in the leading databases such as Scopus, Web of Science etc. 
• Extended papers will also a find a place on the special issue of reputed international journals. Please keep 
checking the journals details on the conference website. You can refer the proceedings of the CSR2025 at the 
following link 
IMPORTANT DATES: Proposals Submission :  February 28, 2026, Acceptance/Review note: Ongoing, Camera 
Ready Submission: April 15 2026, Registration Deadline: April 30, 2026, Conference Dates June 8-9, 2026 
CSR2026 Secretariat - Questions related to the Conference may be directed to the conference secretariat. 
csr@serd.org.in  serd.csr@gmail.com  
 
21st Indonesian Regional Science Association (IRSA) International Conference 2026 
The conference will be held in Lampung, Indonesia 6-7 July 2026 and carries the theme:  
“Driving Regional Transformation: Synergizing Innovation, Connectivity, and Social Inclusion in Agriculture, 
Aquaculture, and Forestry.”  
Further details on the conference can be found at the official conference website 

 
 
Co-Directors: Peta White and Jo Raphael 
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