
ARTEFACTS OF 

THE FUTURE

Designing for sustainable living



Phase 3:

What's a museum of the 
future?



Learning 

intentions

I can work with others to curate an 
exhibition of artworks to communicate 

ideas, opinions, and information

I can investigate and understand 
historical, geographic, political, economic, 
environmental, and societal factors and 
relationships

I can engage with and make predictions 
about the future and understand these as 
probable, plausible, possible, or 
preposterous



Acknowledgement 

of Country



Curating artworks of possible futures

• What shared uses of art elements (colour, shape, line, space, 

form, texture) do you notice?

• What are the shared themes and ideas?

• What stories do you want to tell?

• How do you want the audience to move through/interact with 

the artworks?

• How do you want the audience to interpret the artworks?

• What spaces for display do you have available?



Curate your exhibition
(2-3 groups)

• Choose your gallery space

• Name your exhibition (main theme or 
idea)

• Position your artworks aesthetically 
and/or to tell a story about this 
theme or idea

• Create and position interpretive 
materials to help your audience

o Move through the space

o Interact with the artworks

o Interpret your story, themes, and 
ideas



Experience another 
group's exhibition

• What does the name tell you about the theme 

or story of the exhibition?

• What ideas, opinions, and information are 
being communicated through the exhibition 

as a whole?

• How do the interpretive materials help you 
engage with the artworks?



Galleries and Museums

• What's the difference between a gallery and a museum?

• Have you been to a gallery or museum before? What were they 

like?

• How are galleries and museums influenced by...

o History?

o Geography?

o Politics?

• How are these factors influenced by museums and galleries?

o Economics?

o Society?

o The environment?



Imagine...

It is the year 2050. We are still in the age of the 

Anthropocene – human activity is significantly affecting 
the planet’s climate and ecosystems. What can you see? 

Hear? Smell? Touch? Taste? How does your body feel?

Over the past 26 years, we have been able to attend to 
some socio-environmental challenges. Humans are 

living more sustainably and equitably. Look around you. 

What changes do you notice from the year 2024? How 
do these changes make you feel?

You are about to enter the Anthropocene Museum: a 
space dedicated to displaying artefacts that record 

humans’ impact on the planet and some of the 

measures taken to reduce this impact. What does this 

space look like? Sound? Feel? Smell? Is there anything 
you can taste? How has the space been influenced by 

the past 26 years of history, geography, politics, 

economics, society, and the environment?



Capture your 
impressions

Topic: The Anthropocene Museum in 2050

Materials: Anything you have available!

Instructions:

• Work individually, in small groups, or as a class

• Don't speak to anyone

• Choose a medium that suits you:

o Draw, paint, collage, or digitally create a 2-D artwork

o Sculpt and/or assemble with found objects a 3-D artwork

o Write a narrative, poem, or free flow text

o Embody the space and/or yourself in the space

o Create a sound or smellscape

o Something else!



Class discussion

• How do you imagine the future?

• What socio-environmental challenges are you aware of?

• What socio-environmental challenges do you anticipate?

• What opportunities for sustainable and equitable change do you 

foresee?

• Are these ideas probable, plausible, possible, or 

preposterous?



Time

Now Probable
Likely to happen based on current 
trends

Plausible
May happen based on what we 
currently know

Possible
Could happen with significant 
change

Preposterous
Improbable, implausible, or 
currently impossible
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Past visions of the 
future

• What did past futurists get right?

• What is different from our current 

reality?

• How have past futurists been 

influenced by...

o History?

o Geography?

o Politics?

o Economics?

o Society?

o The environment?

See website for more

https://regeneratingfutures.deakin.edu.au/artefacts-of-the-future/past-futurists/


Add to your exhibition

• Choose one or more past 
images of the future to 
include in your exhibition

• Consider:
o How will you position these 

images?

o How do the images affect the 
theme or story of your exhibition?



Journal reflections

• What are three emotions 
you're feeling right now?

• What are two thoughts or 
questions that are running 
through your head?

• What is one action that you 
would like to take?

• Compare your reflections to 
those from Phases 1 and 2. 
What has changed? What has 
stayed the same?
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